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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1 - 8 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki et al. (6,758,1 69) in view of Chan (6,299,1 95). Suzuki discloses an engine 
generator comprising: 

• a frame formed from a base frame and a pair of left and right side frames 
(Fig. 4, item 4); 

• a wheel supporting said base frame (Fig. 4, item 26); 

• an engine (Fig. 1 , item 2); 

• a work machine (Fig. 1 , item 3); 

• an electrical component, contained within a control box, mounted upon 
said frame (Fig. 4, un-numbered item above item 15). 

Suzuki does not make use of an adjustable handle assembly. Chan, however, 
discloses a golf cart comprising: 

• a moving handle (Fig. 1, item 48); 
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• a pair of right and left handle bars, each having a handle grip (Fig. 1 , items 
52 and 54); 

• a cross member connecting said handle bars (Fig. 1 , item 55); 

• said handle bars being pivotal between a working position and a storage 
position (Figs. 1 and 5); 

• said handle bars acting as a bumper, i.e. protecting an end of said cart, 
when in said storage position (Fig. 5). 

In regards to claim 1 , while Chan discloses a cross member connecting end parts 
of a pair of handle bars, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the instant invention was made to provide a cross member connecting middle 
parts of handle bars, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routing skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
instant invention was made to combine the handle of Chan with the engine generator of 
Suzuki in order to provide a control means for users of various physical sizes. An 
adjustable, pivoting handle would allow for a user to rotate said handle up to the 
position where it would be comfortable to hold and use. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5 - 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record, either alone or in combination, neither disclose nor 
suggest a pivotal cart handle wherein said handle automatically locks when said handle 
is pivoted into a working position. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Krohn et al. (5,441 ,297) disclose a power unit cart; 

• Kikuchi (5,924,393) discloses an engine generator; 

• Burkholder et al. (6,541 ,718) disclose a switch assembly for a portable 
generator; 

• Wood et al. (6,742,995) disclose an air compressor assembly; 

• Buck et al. (7,224,578) disclose an ergonomic control panel for a portable 
electric generator; 

• Mizushima (D277.954) discloses an engine generator. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN D. WALTERS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8269. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am - 
5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on (571) 272-6914. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P Ellis/ John D. Walters 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3618 Examiner 

Art Unit 3618 

/J. D. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



